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While the ocean is singing enternal ode

The cluster of casuarina trees

listen to it with ecstasy,

s

Let your life-boat go on sailit. ~,

Oh you inhabitant of the world
|Over what are you brooding ?
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_If a search is made to - identify a single
Unitary factor which had the largest influence
over the longest period on the culture, litera-
ture and society of Orissa and its people:
one has to arrive at Jagannath. Literally
Jagannath means Universal Lord-

i Though called, Lord of the Universe He
sth.e First among Oriyas since time imme-
?Onal- In the performance of any social,
hl;ltural or religious function in any Oriya
to lI’JSe'"Old, Jagannath is formally appr033hed

e the First Guest. People of Orissa start
°nd end their day thinking of this Lord. He

| e
: Open to all, a friend of every one. In times
' happiness and joy, an Oriya remembers
f sorroWwW .

Im with gratitude and in timés O
and distress he turns to Him for solace and
sympathy.

t He lead the army of

earlier defeat
distant Kanchi.
y accepted @

4 ;irhe legends say tha
intoe"Otee-King and turned an
a glorious victory in the

che folklores that He personall |
Oconut offered by a pariah. called Dasld
bauri. It is told that he appeared in persof
efore a muslim named Salbeg. They say He
gefsona”y served food to a hungry devotcs,
andhy Mohanty. The Aryans prought Him
Y decit from His original non-Aryan Worz

‘S‘fgppers to Puri. Jagannath is referred 2%
a1 (Wood) in Rigveda X, 1593 \a/?dsng

jrtmga_rva Veda, Paippalada Samhita

IS probably the only vedic deity,
€ non-Aryan have a right 1o serve
anctum Sanctorium.

CO.LO"Q before Mahatma Gandhi
n the word “Harijan’” for the un

whom
in the

decided to
touchab1es,

Jagannath

and Orissa

Shri R- C. Mishra

(st it TR (D ) XX el RSN X

r

Jagannath was calling Himself “Patit-Pavan”.
Patita is a Sanskrit werd for the fallen and
downtrodden and Pavan means Salvation or
Rescue. He has been the rescuer of the
fallen and downtrodden of all classes, social,
economical and restoring their self-

cultural,
respect. During niy journeys through India,
| have noticed that nowhere else, the

Scheduled Castes get as much  social
acceptance as in Orissa. This social accep-
tance of the untouchables in the Orissa
culture is a tradition of Puri Jagannath. The
cooked food offered to Jagannath is tradi-
tionally partaken together by a Brahmin and
pariah and not @ eye-lid bars. Indeed, the
Texts ordain, that if any Hindu of high caste
even so much as entertains any mental
reservation aginst/ such sharing of food
together with even @ -Chandala’, he commits
a grave folly and sin. This catholicity of
approach t0 social problems through religious
means is a trait of Puri Jagannath and
probably no other Hindu Deity has ventured
into similar fields _of activity.
|

a man comes 10 Jagannath, he
rarely prays for any mundane or material
benefits. He does not seek from Him wealth,
comfort, material success or even progeney.
Indeed Jagannath does not carry a high
reputation for effectively dispensing such

tbings in particular.

When

Many have benefitted materially of course,
pbut that is a side-effect rather than the direct
benefit of His Blessings. . But any one who
forces this universal Lord, first prays for

ability to devote oneself to HIm to attain

-



ultimate Liberation and later for material
benefits. It appears just natural to pray to
Purushottama for ultimate Liberation and so
small and childish to settle for anything less.

He is ‘Purushottama’. Purusha is a sanskrit
word for man, his individuality or the
«Jivatma’. Uttama in sanskrit means ‘The
Best’, ‘The Final” and ‘The End’'and in Indian
Philosophy is known as+ ‘Paramatma’. Here
in Jagannath, Purusha is merged into Uttama,
united to a single entity. It is but natural
that any ‘Purusha’ or -Jiva’ entering into the
presence of this Omniscient and Ompnific
Lord, settles for nothing less than liberation
or Mukti from the cycle or births and deaths.
The Orissa system has attained as a natural
end-product in its socio-religious system
that, which has been searched for ages by
the Indian Philosophers and Saints through
scriptures and arguments.

Jagannath has dominated the
scene of Orissa since the beginning of
‘Oriya language. No literary composition,
Epic or couplet, can commence or close
without obeisance to this Lord with a jet
black face and round by eyes. He has
been the object of veneration, devotion and
prayer always, though at times even of
abuse and redicule. Oriya Poets of the
past and present have treated Jagannath
more as a personal friend than an impersona|
God. They appeal to him for advice and
blessings and abuse him for favours pot
granted. Jagannpath is very much human
and is always humane.

literary

His habits are so human. He eats and
dresses like any other human being. From
between waking up early in the morning to
the sounds of conches and cymbals ang
Mangala Arati and being lulled back to ped
by about mid-night to the music of Ggeta.
Govinda. He has six principal meals in
Prathama Dhupza in the morning, - Bhoga
Mandap Dhupa in the forenoon. mid-day
and afternoon, Sandhya Dhoopa in the
evening and Bada Simhara Dhoopa in the
night consisting of fifty six varieties of
dishes. Though the food offered is rich
and kingly, He has a taste for ‘Pakhaly’ or
cooked rice with water which is offered at

mid-day, evening and night, which is a
common food of the poorest of Oriyas.
Even in his food habits he has not forgotten
the poor. In matters of dress, He is
adorned with the richest and grandiest of silk
and the down to earth ‘Gamcha’ a small
cotton pijece of the cheapest Variety.
Jagannath is a socialist par excellence

practising in daily life what is preached by
others.

Tradition and rules do not permit Muslims
and Christians to go inside the temple to
see Jagannath. But he has circumvented
these obstacles and thrice a year one need
not go inside the temple to see Him. On
days of Snan Jatra, Ratha Jatra and Bahuda
Jatra He comes out of the temple to look at
His creation with those large lotus-like eyes
and be worshipped with love and respect bY
His devotees, irrespective of class, creedr
sect or religion. On Ratha Jatra and
Bahuda Jatra days, any one can go up @
Him, when He is seated on the car and
literally touch him. On these two days all
are free to offer personal seryice to Him bY
pulling the ropes of the car and miilion®
exercise this right every year.

The Vaishnavas see their peloved Krishn@
in Him.  The Shaivas and the Tantriks
worship Him as Bhairaya, The Buddhist -
worshlp him as Tathagata Buddha. 1@
Oriyas of all religions see in Him their Friend-
Protector - and Fatper, His everstretche
hands bless all alike. His red lips "
large eyes express benevolent amusement:

He is the epitome of the synthesis of th°
Aryan and Non-Aryan cultures, In Him 2%
lost the tragitional self-consciousness .Of
the Aryas and the spirit of inferiority
complex of the Non-Aryans. He is th°
sYmbol of the noblest of emotions °
mankind—equality, fraternity and progres®

The great Shankara in a hymn Nd°
prayed, “My Lord Jagannath appear before
my eyes”. May that happen not to-da¥
alone, but every day, not now aloné but
every waking moment and not to one alon®
but to every human being, for that is the
easiest way to salvation,

-——X___



The antiquities of

Sri Purusottama Kshetra
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The sacred palace of Lord Jagannath, the
Lord of the world is known by various
names—pyri, Nilachal, Purusottam,  Sree-
kshetra, Sankhakhetra, etc. In ancient time
Lord  jagannath was worshipped as
PUfUSOttama. So in different Purans the
Oreatness of Lord Purusottama and his
el City Purusottamkshetia are described
-be.a“ﬁfunv. According to ““Padma Purana”
'Lis stated that the Purusottamkshetra has
been situated on the north shore of the sea
ind South of the river Mahanadi. In
Brahma Purana’’ it is seen to have descri-
bed that tpe length and breadth of the
K.She_t"a is ten jojana (nerely 80 miles) and
'€ jojana (nerely 40 miles) respectively-

If we intend to trace the time of the
turusc’“amkshetra, we will have to do
Grough the ‘Pujaripali” inscription of
i opa|fiev time (last part of 11th century)
O Which we find the name of this
;ssa;red Kshetra. Besides this, our attention

rawn tg the hints of the eastern séd a'nd

Purusottamkshetra in the inscription
agapur of 1104 A. D.

anB-efore these two inscriptions Weé also get
of -.'Rformation of this Kshetra in the drarza
bbr ”nargharaghab" of Murari Mishra. ! f
the j Skandapuran’ we come to know tda
of tr"mage of Lord Jagannath has been ma e

¢ log of wood floting on the ocean.
i“eucan also find this type Of int?rpf‘et&tl?{]
But]ti-“Atha"Vﬂ veda” and “Rig _Veda ;
an is idea is not'so clear by which weé
tim Put the time of Lord Purusottama as the

© of “Rig Veda.

of N

Smt. Jayanti Mishra

STTISTTmEY X AT ARSI AT Tty
On the whole we may interpret the time
of Purusottamkshetra is not earlier than the
Puran age. In different Purans we find the
detailed description of this Kshetra. In
~“Matsya Purana’”~ we find the name of
Purusottama twice in the description of
~Bimalapitha’* and in different sacred Hindu
Tirthas. There we also find  a  description
of Mourjya kings and their successors
in this Puran. So as per this description
we can easily interpret the time of this
Puran is not earlier than the Maurjya period.
According to Pergitar Saheb the time of
Matsya Puran is the last part of 3id century
A. D. According to Dr. Raghban, the place
of this Puran is nearly Narmada province.
So from this interpretation we can assume
that the famous publicity of Purusottam-
kshetra has been spread over Narmada
province for which the author of ‘‘Matsya
Purana’ able to give an information of this

Purusottamkshetra.

And also Peigitar Saheb described in
: Bishnu Puran’ that there is an information
of “Uddradesha’” and “‘Puri town” instead of
~Andhra” and ‘‘Champanagar” respectively.
He also assumed the time of the “Bishnu
Puran” is not earlier than the last part of 4th
century A. D.

After through study of “Brahmapurana’
Wilson described that the worship of Sri-
krishna as Lord Jagannath has been found
in 13th or 14 century A. D. In the journal
of “Aryabartta” there is an interpretation of

Srikshetra in the hook
and  “Rudrajamal™. In

-

the greatness of
~Tantrajemal’’



~Utartantra’” of “Rudrajamal”’, when we find
Bhaibob and Bhairabi discussion there is
an information of Lord Jagannath. Not
only in “Rudrajamal” but also in ‘“Tantra-
jamal” it is stated that Purusottama is the
heaven of the world.

Though these twop tantric books atre
morden it is sure and authentic that it was
written before “Kurmapuran®”. Because we
find the reference of these two tantras in
“Kurmapuran”. Some scholars discussed
the time of ““Kurmapuran®® is 4th century
A. D. or more earlier than that. As per these
description of

Purusottama and Lord
C/o. Kj. Shri Ganeswar Mishra
Suar sahi, Puri, Orissa

Jagannath we can directly say that there
must b2 a historical value of these two tantffc
books like *’Rudrajamal” and “Tantrajamal”.
But according to Manmohan Chakravart!
~'Skanda”, “Brahma” and “Sivapurana” had
been written after 10th century A. D.
Relying on which we cannot be able to
trace  out the time of the sacred
+‘Purusottamks hetra.

So considering the subject —matter and
facts describad in the above Purans and
Tantric texts we can easily put the time of
the holy ““Purusottamkshetra” as earlier @
3rd century A. D.

—_— N —



Leaving the great temple
Thou hast appeared on the Grand Rc
to exhibit thy divine splendour

In the unique festival,

who knows whence did it manife

Lord proceeds on the Grand Road
7 join it haste post haste

As the ceremonial procession of the
Oh mad mind
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Sri Jagannath and Captain Beato

shri Ganesh Praséd Parija
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hog;here stood on the deck, the mai®
Watc}?'g a telescope to his eyes, mtent'ly
Isf C;}”Q the' sea. A while ago the ship
&epi andipore Port. paradeep was ahead;
AL I fogrgtugit the  ship  would’
gone d tO_Baru-na Port. She would have

straight ~ from Calcutta to  her

gty
Stination ypless she had to leave a few
dinghy at

Passengers in a  French
andipore.’
MahBV_an by the vast delta: of the
thét._:nc‘d' appeared in view. Sailors say
in 4 aradegp 'was in the womb of the sea
amoues df"/s of vyore; Cheli~t?lo W""_S_"he
OUtte DOYT_ in the “region during t_he‘ time.
sey en miles, the land has eatén into fhe
- Why only' Paradeep, most of the PO_'_tS_.
was

ha ) he.
ge Sh-.'fted east, ‘Kangoda Sagard
éys‘name of the Bay of Bengal during those

| S.p“t?ing the blue water of the sea in;o

0 B v .
® stiéams’ the " vessel dashed southward
seq | Lt waved his' telescope, soanning the.
sw;,ﬁf-ff?ﬁ‘ SH8t o Sint. A smal fish.
diggrhoid., at. a’ distahds had . _becoms,
t é-':ﬁﬂy.f"is_iple. All of a sudden the look Of
on "tﬁate closed on a’paiticular sPO: Therir
e horizon,” appeared a_moving speck
likgo'e long ‘the spéck’, grew into 8 whales,
bﬁii{’i' ‘?lng‘:' Th%f ‘matéL saw : it was 3._!‘”9:5,
sv\?’auﬁ;\, mass_4' giant whale thal cO:
the' {40 the ship,  Soon It el
tréimgaia 7, Vas heading tOWarCs the, St 0L
th,fdﬁe f?.us speed. . A cool ;hr}ll J shet
bgéggh it vaidha dropfléfs.“?f,-wswft*
"N to CbZé""ou't'f’ of his body- n

unknown fear awoke in his mind. The
whale ollked as if the embodiment of the
Terrible One. How big looked its mvurh.
The tail looked like a moving-hillock which
could smash the ship into pieces. Only
a matter of minutes and the ship would be
in the grip of death-trap. Verily a living
danger : Something should

immediately.

«Captain”, shouted the mate at the top!
of his voice, terror-struck. Captain Albert
Beato sat in his control. room absorbed 'in
studying a map that contained the route of
the ship. The alarm cell of the mate broke
his trance process. ~+What has led the boy

to shout in such @ way 2", thought the
a bit annoyed. He left his chamber

be done

captain,
and rushed towards the deck. “What's the
matter boy 2 _queried the  Captain.

a word the mate -handed

lescope and hinted at the
whale.  Surprised; the:

telescopé to his eyes - and
looked : into the sea. He saw it.. Tearing
f the sea the whale was

the  bossom, O
shooting like a  dert. _HE_‘Foqked further
beyoﬁd.': A great depression Vbad been
cadiod at a distance; 88,8, result an awful,
cyclone  was ravaging fthe sea. It won't
take a long_ time for the ship to be in its
grip: The whale. W€S~,.P:T°b?b'Y- dashing
towdardé;i_ﬁg" shore _driven by the terrible’
stoym-blast. . Logking minutely . in  the
L ope Captain Boato_ cold abetve e,
calmwater . of o t0%11 5 uring, S
ORI cunfonts undef the,{mBect, o, 1o

géie’. it seeméd " advancing towards the

Without uttering
him over the te
direction. of  the
Capiain took the




suwie. Huge masses of water pulged
out into the sky and the horizon looked like
a screen of mist. Perhaps a heavy shower
of raiiv was pouring down along with the
cyclone.

Heaving a deep sigh, Captain Beato
at the sky. There were black
patches of huge clouds rising from beneath
e neneon.  ““0Oh Lord IWhat should | do
now ¢, asked the Captain to himself, his
eyes giving out deep agony. “It may not
be szfe to let down the life boats and send
the passengers ashore. The bgats were
only too frail to stand against the diabolical
cyclone.  Better if they stay in the ship”,
decided the Captain brooding a while.

1CUKREU

“But, what would be the fate of the
ship 7?7 queried he to his soul in despair”.
The white whale is aiming at the ship.
Beioie the gale gets the ship in its grip,
they would be inside the belly of the
whale. Or that the ship may ciash into
fragments tossed by the tail of the
mountain-like Being.”

Captain Beato could not bear to sae
the scene any more. Turning to the mate
he spoke in'a soft voice, “I¢'s not the
+ whale alone; a very dangarous cyclone is

following it. by it the whale being driven
towards us.”

Beato gave him the telescope. The boy
looked pale. He felt his blood was
cooling down rapidly. Through  the teles.
cope he looked at the ses agzain. The
white whale was approaching  very fast
and so did the storm blast following the
sea-king. At many places he coulg
obseive sea water rising to great heights
intc the misty sky. Now he could fegl
the fate of a lone boatman caught in
the death-trap of 3 Norwigian Vortex.
His ch‘eeks sank. His hairs started greying.

Several times, Witnessing the scene of
horror, Captain Albert Beato fely tired
He was extremely unhappy :
€vents. Not that he was woreg for his
own safety. It was his sacred duty to
protect the passengers at any cost. Buyg
helplessly he was being exposed tg the
irrational forces of Nature. Never in his
life he faced  such a riddle. Time seemeq
to expand’ on. Minutes appeared |ike
hours and days  How |

t ong {0 expand on.
Minutes appeared like houys and da\fr;

at the turn of

How long to wait for death ? His head

reebed. At his instance the alaram bell
folled.

In a loud voice, Captain Beato spoke.
addressing his passengers, “A legendary
whale is approaching the ship in quick
pace; the ship would be too small for its
mount’s cavity. Following the whale, a
diabolical cyclone is already close on us
No chance of survival. We may not live
Nany minutes more. You are free now
to do what ever you like during these last
precious moments of your lives’”. Finishing

these words, the Captain again heaved 2
deep sigh.

The ship came from France. Pondichery
was its destination. After leaving Chandipore
it had to anchore at Baruna Port. Some
passengérs had to get down there.. The
ship was to stay there for a brief spell.
Nature put on an enchanted look at this
port.  Mahendragiri, a majestic mountain
Stood out in ancient glory on the shore:
Sea Waves washed its feet as i in love

and reverence. From Baryna the shiP
would  proceed to Madras by passind
Kalinga Patna, Kakanada apd Masulpatna

which remained to the right of its route:

. Most of the passengers were French.
They were bound for

Pondichery. A specl-
ally made bell had been brought from
France to be fixed in a church at Pondi-
chery.  Besides

some jwellery had @isd
bean brought for the church. Unloading
the cargo at Pondichery the vellel would
embark upon its voyage to France With
Some hone-bound French passengers.

A mad eg()ny

N rapid sfe
deck and

over-took the Captain-
Ps he descended down the
fushed 'into the ship. Befare
long the passengers gathered round him
" Unknown fea and  pewilderment-
Captain Beato felt, he hag gone dumb-
He was at a lggs. Watching their plight
he nodded his head in the negatjve. He saW
the condition of “the women passengers
1) be.more heartrending than  others:
A certain lady, with a baby in her lap, cam®
rUShing t_OWa'{'dS the Captain. «Siy, | ddn’t
bother for my death, But you must promis®
Me 10 save' the ' life of this child by hook

Or by Ci'OOk'_‘; Spoke the mO‘thEl', her - eyeS.
heavy with tears, AR



. the cheeks of the lady.

he;?}?tain Albert Beato saw : a sweet
i t'y baby, must be within its first year.
o olfnv‘ blue eyes of the kid gazed at the
5 s mother as if trying to make out
stmething. Profusely, tears rolled down
7 L Beato was t_ouched.
e rlle Ir:t tenderness that lay hidden in
Haroo nknown part of his being awoke,
T olfng a fountain of love. Two drop-
it tear appeared at the corners of h?s
e and ru§hed down his cheeks. Hl's
ik WSfTI_f burst into a sobbing in tune with
1A gl ing of the mother—his lips shivered.
Dmeisould bt? make such an impossible
e h? -? Was ever a soul more helpless
S IS 2 Not a word he could coin to
Sole the distressed lady.

IJaS“:\Se:ua and cry had spread among '.the
rushpdgers of the ship. They felt, being
te’rrib.'l-- m?rc'less"l towards Death, I00k!hg
moﬂthe with purning eyes and gaping
the 14 It was too much for them to bear
Wwailin o-tht' Some had, already startgd
fewg in the company of the kith and kin.
lookin cthers, desperate as they were, were
irratios oy mear!S to save themseIVee-s. The
Showeal l:"5"_1&“”0!”8 of many inmates
dec| d .as if a state of plague ha'd been
ared in the tiny world of their ship.

Wi;rll(me was giving the slip, like the burning
Ong of a rapidly melting candle: How
Powe ;0 wait for Death ? Isit the r_nosf:
Callec; ul one ? |If there is on Earth, an idea
inp hope, there must be a beingd greater
is OWer that can vanquish Death’. Whefe

sooeod now ? Patience would give In
TR uld be inside
he cha
face

Mdments after all wo
belly of the whale. Hell with su

only one

Il the inmates of the ship. with _
;mbecn‘e,

exCe .
Ption, haq gone almost

90
looded by fear and puzzling thought. He

lo

ap(;kaerc; a strange person, sitting at a_ .com:ar;
T0sg ¢ ‘T“V unperturbed by the wallmg tha
"apig rom the ship and all that went oh Ir;
Othe Succession, It seemed, he Was no
Biliag, 1o peats, RERITGG
on j fr(_)_m his bag he had fixed
Quick Beato by-passed him several

¢k steps.

But he
Eor“ait.

his gazé
times n

look from
|t seeme
the portra:t

~did not raise his
‘A strange indifferenc€ ;

as whispering something to

' Beato went down

‘@ sharp fall |

with a deep affectionate look, unaware of
the beings around him or that a would
existed outside himself and the portrait.
What an exchange of love, at a moment,
when the hound of Death was posing to
pounce upon the entire ship 7 A strange
fellow really he was, unconcerned with pain
weary or death; nothing in the three worlds
could shake him so long ashe was in the
company of the porirait. '

That ship began to shake viclently. Beato
tushed to the deck again. An inmate of the
ship stood there looking into the sea with
the telescope. The Captain took the
telascope from him and looked out to see
the position of the whale and the storm.
The whale had come very close. The
burning eyes of the being drew his rapt
attention. In them, he saw the exact match
of the hell-fire that lay in his imagination
whenever he had occasion to think of
satan and his Hell. How fierdish was the
[ook! He saw the gates of the Hell opening
pefore him whenever the whale opened its
mouth a bit with its vast jaw and sharp
pointed boulders of white teeth showing
out, the terrible fate that lay ahead. “How
hellish they look,” he murmured to himself.
He felt his heart was beating vety fast.
Handing over the instrument to the inmate
into the ship in rapid
He had seen the face of Death

strides. |
himself advancing with his fatal noose.
Terror had crept into his blood. He feltit;

only.it had remained to feel the cool touch
of its clutches, the first strike of its fangs.

along with others, joined the
rose from the ship and sank
wind. Only some

Beato toO,
wailing that
into it along with the
time ago, what was vibrant with life had

come to wear @ ghostly look. Love and

degeneérated into suicidial frustration. What
Captain’s vision was occupied

with the faces of his wife and children.
He won't see them any more. Without
their knowledge he would be crushed into
the belly of the whale; or else, he would
go down intc @ watery grave at the ocean
floor With somé of his companions.

It WéS a flash of the moment that Beato
remembered about the_ strange inmate. Was
it a diabolical indifference? A sudden
anxiety came OVer him to see the fellow.
He rose to his feet. As Beato (_:ame s



the person he saw him uttering something
to the protrait in a strange language which
he could not make out. “May be he was
looking at the pictures of his near and
dear ones, thought captain Beato for a
moment and was about to turn away from
him, when some hidden instinct within
impeeled him to have a look at the protrait.

He bent his head to have a glance at the
thing.

But as he lgoked into the protrait he
shierked back in fear. It looked like a
sketch of some terrible beings. Looking
more intently he saw three deities sitting
side by side. The left one was white, the
middle one yellow and the right one was
pitch black and the most terrible in lgok.
His intuition suggested; the three colours
were symbolic of the three most powerful
forces of the colourful existence, finally
absorbed and bzcoming one in the deep
black, in harmony with the vast dark
expanse that lay in the unknown beyond.
The unknown beyond contained infinite
beauty and infinite terror and so the Black

Deity appeared to his eyes,

How terrible
were

his sparkling round eyes : Beato
compared them with the burning eyes of
the whale. There were striking similarities,
but he feel the round eyes of the deity were

far more terrible than the eyes of the whale,
dominated his thought.

“What are you doing, Sir ?”, gueried the
captain. As if waking from 2 deep trance,
the man raised his head and looked the
captain in his eyes. He was not weeping,
yet drop-lets of tear were struggling to
come out, to wet his unblemished cheeks.
In a voice full of emotion he replied,
praying Lord Jagannath to shield us from
this great disaster”. Lord Jagannath : whg
was he ? Captain Beato could not recall if
he ever heard the name. “Well, Sir, “said
the Captain in a tone of non-belief”, whg is
he and where dges he stay? What can He
do to stop the whale and the storm ? Will
He come down from the sky of rise from
beneath the ocean with a large number of
whalers with adequate Weaponry to kil| the
whale; and raise a range of tall mountaing
from the sea to shield the ship from the
cyclone? Beato thought the man

uI am

( . Was
lmmersed in fantacy, hoping against hope
which, though typical of his person'

matched the irritional behavigurs of many
other inmates.

Strange enough, a smile dawned upo.n
the lips of the man, spreading tO hts
cheecks and eyes, giving out definite
signs of hope.

~Lord Jagannath”, he spoke in a tone of
firm assurance “is capable of turning the
Earth into sky and the sky into Earth. There
is nothing in the three worlds that. lay
beyond his command. Even the irrational
forces that act upon us from the unknowin
beyond, get toned up at His will. Hels
the most powerful and the Primordial
Deity upon this Earth and other planets.
We are unaware of His full Glory. He
stands above all religious faiths.  Verily, He
is a living Deity. You call Him in distress
and He responds. It all depends on YOU
the quality of your faith and devotion. No
matter how far you are from His Thron®
an earnent prayer would reach Him I
time. My conviction is that ; He is th®
only Being who can save the ship from this

diabolical death-trap if my distress call N3s
reached His ears”.

Beato looked at him in wonder and said
“ls your Deity so powerful 2" Well, 1-pro-
mise, If Lord Jagannath would save the ship
from the whale and the cyclons, whatever
valuables lay in the chamber in front Of us,
would become His property”, added captal”
Beato pointing to the treasures that th®

ship brought from France for the PondicherY
Church.

Storm-fed, turbulent waves of the sea had
started tossing the ship, may the wee toY ©
a ship. Passengers had gathered around
Captain Beato to embrage death in a bOO_‘V'
A strange silence had come over the shie-
making audible to every one the thunder-
roar of breaking water. The hour had comé:

To have the last glimpse of the situation:
Captain Beato hurried to the deck. What
he Saw now bewildered him; he could pot
believe his' eyes., The whale was only 2
hundred vyards away from the ship. HoW
close it had come : Byt a stranger chang®
had come ovar it. Its motion had stopped
all of a sudden ang there were npo bellfires
In 1tS eyes; they looked vacant and dull
What could haye happened to it ? Captain
Beato could Not make out anything. on
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close observation further, it seemed to him,

_the whale made efforts to push itself ahead

but in vain. Then, before his eyes he saw
it C{‘anging direction. The movement started
again, gaining in speed rapidly, in amatter
of moments. Beato felt, a motntain of
weight that hung heavy on his head, had been
lifted and thrown out into the depths of the

sea. To his great relief he saw the whale .

Vanishing into ‘the horizon, and soon it was
out of sight.

So long, his thought was absorbed in
the whale. His hope for redemption seemed
far fetched when he saw the condition of
ﬁ,‘e ship. The storm-blast shook her so
violently that every moment it appeared,
she would overturn. The image of the black
‘aced Deity flashed pefore his inner eyes.
‘Lord Jagannath, my dear Deity: Thy
grace could drive away the migthtest whale,
enable a ship load of souls to return from
the gates of Hell; of what use it would be:
If thou shat not save us from the disbolical
Cyclone ?“, spoke the inne€r voice Of
Captain Beato, in humble across the dark
sky a series of terrible lightenings in rapid
Succession, and following them was heard
the thunder noise of a dooms da
For a few moments the darkness thrust
upon by the heaviest clouds gave way,

Sndering the. Rorrible \shapes Jiof Hfiercs
Water all around minutely visible; the
strom blast

deafening roar of the hungry
Was drowned in the exploding thunder roar
!n No time the thick screen of clouds split
Nto two and drifted apart: The striking
Waves began taming to Sober turbulence,
the fury dispersing steadily.

disappeared

The scene had come and
hip began tO

llk.ea nightmare. When the S
Sail smooth on clam waters underneath the
clear and bright sky. life in her miniature
Would, awake, as if from 2 deathtrance. It
Was ag if their city was liberated from the

Cc
urse of a plague.
-announced in @

»gy Grace of
its

o 2Ptain Alport Beato
ki se and composed VvOIC€,
'nd Lord Jagannath the whale changed
?”ectiOﬂ and the storm blast spent
bllry within twinkling of an eyé: i
0th of them are out of sight, the Sh'p, .'s
;:d of all danger. She would noW sail N
er scheduled route., | request all to offer

y down pour.

.in

their gratitudes to the kind Lord who saved

r

us.

When Beato reached the devotee, he still
found him absorbed in prayers unaware of
the train of events, his eyes full of tears of
emotion. Beato embraced him to joy.
When he looked at the picture of the black-
faced Deity, he saw Him smiling. The fire of
terror in  His round-shaped eyes had
vanished yielding place to an ehchanting
smile. The terror that had darted from His
eyes had hit the whale and the storm-blast
and vanquished them. Now.he is smiling.
Beato was deeply moved. He felt Lord
Jesus was smiling at him. Emotion over-
whelming him, he burst into tears of

ecstasy.

Pointing to the room before which he
stood, Captain Albert Beato declared in the
presence of all, ‘I am now bound by a vow,
to give all the jewellery and articles contained
therein to Lord Jagannath. | sincerely feel,
this would be too smail an offering to His
Greatness in exchange for the kindness he
has bestowed on us. However, | shall go
personally, to present them to Him."

in speed and dashed
ahead. The blue water of the sea looked
seene and beautiful. Stray sea-birds flow
across the sky. When breaking of waves
at a distance Was audible, Beato know,
they had reached the shores of Puri the
township chosen py Lord Jaganpnath to
dwell in. Captain Beato went to the deck
and saw the approaching shore. To his
view appered the top of @ temple, with a
wheel and a flag. He closed his focus on
it which became more and more distinct.
Captain Albert Beato bowed down his head
love, devotion and reverence to Lord

Jagannath. ‘

Among the articles and jewellery presented
by Captain Alpert Beato to Lord Jagannat.h
a large bell is the most prominent. This
pell which till now is kept in the ter!]p[e of
Lord Jagannath has pecome a thing of
controversy. The Government of France
made correspondences from time to time for
return of this bell. But the temple authority
has refused 10 comply the request on the
ground that it is against sacred law 'to return
a received gift. After attaining indepen-

dence the Government of India also put

The ship gained



pressure on the temple authority to return
this bell. But the temple authority not only
refused this request but also did not allow
it to be kept in a place of common visit.
However, this bell has been kept in
~Niladri Bihar”, adjacent to the boundary
of the main temple. On enquiry it has been
learnt that the name of ths person who
prayed Lord Jagannath when the ship was

Qrs. No. 77, Type IV
Delta Cclony, Bhubaneswar

in perila is Kula Sekhar Saudagar. He used
10 reside near Pipli. On this bell can be
seen inscribed in French the following
statement : ‘La liberatite” do pedro moudeli,
court. Da la comp. Do France me nomme
Pierre, JF Pese 900. A pondichery, 1946,
Canta Betpsallamingen.

Tibus.
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W'Lh the three chariots place on
entire thorough-fare is now

the Grand Road
full of surging crowq
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Pilgrims from far and near

lost in your-divine play

Are uttering the holy names of the three

deities—Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra:
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Car Festival as seen by

a French Physician Francois Bernier

U

3 S SR = T
M‘E_‘.—..@'._.-&m‘ﬁ

Ayis
WhenWay i .11_19 distant ages of the past,
mpt of .Brltlsh. rule was lundre-
r'eigned mm India and when the Moghuls
Visiteq Inda-ny European travellers constanty
Wrote ihe'rla' On returning to Europe they
almost ul travel narratives which_afford on
facts o nexplored source -of interesting
they call C:he. wonder land, th2 ’Indie_zs' as
fance Weh this country, Francois Bernier of
Moghu| E° was the physician to the Great
“History éfmparor Shah Jahan) in his booK
the Gr, late Revolution of the Dominions
Balt Wiﬂfa;.Moghﬂlﬁ' and in his. letters had
an, I pi ivers subjects regarding Hindu-
despatche's letter to Monsieur which Was
Ctober 1d from Chiras in Persia on 4th
itions g ?67 we find tha mention of super-
:ndOUs'orténgG‘: customs and Doctrines.of
€ world entiles of Hindustan. Regarding
fange celebrity Puri ‘Ratha Yatra’ and
Yaganat Propitiatory  rites bafore rilotd
h* he whote as follows—

St

situated
conta-
the idol

onli’hthe town of Jagannath'
nin e gulf of Bengale and
of t?_lthe famous temple of _
is hat name, a certain annual fesnval
Lilield 5 which aohtii =, it my
eigrory f_ail not, for the space 0

t or nine days. At this fostival 19
Collected an incredible concourse of

e :
People, as was the case anclently at
as

[ ¢ —
-"".-u-'m .—,-".a-_-._ St

shri Khirod Prasad Mohanty

e T O
< _.‘L__A"d’ D4

happens at present in the city of
Meca. The number, | am told some
times exceeds oneé hundred and fifty
thousand. A superb Wooden machine
is constructed, such as | have seen
in several .othar parts of the Indies,
with | know not how many grotesque
figures, nearly resembling our mon-
stors which we se@ depicted With two
" heads, beind half man and haif beast,
harrible heads. satyrs,
apes and devils. This machine is set
on fourtean or sixteen wheels like
those of a gun-carriage. and drawn or
pushed along by the united exertions
of fifty or Sixty persons. The idol,
Jagannat, placed conspicuously in the
middle, richly attired and gorgeously
adorned is thus conveyed from one

temple to another.

which this idol is for-
he temple, the crowd
is so immense, and the press SO violent.
that some of the pilgrims fatigued and work
out in consequence of their long journey
one squeesed 10 death. The surrounding
thrond give them a thousand benedictions,
and consider them highly favoured to dié on
such a holy occasion after travelling so
reat a distance: And while the chariot cf
hellish triump pu its solemn march
ersons are found no fiction which |

p —

gigantiC and

The first day on
mally exhibited in t

rsues
(it is
b B sl

: the
temple of Hammof and
gannatha, one of the forms of Krishna near the town of

'Ph 1. In
L5 mo
0 Orissg.arn colloguial Juggernant (a c@

11
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recount) so blindly credulous and so full of
th notions as to throw themselves u pon
we ground in the way of its pondefcus
theels, Which pass over and crush to atoms
he bodies of the wretched fanatics without
exciting the horror or surprise of the specta-
ctors. No deed according to their estima-
ion is so heroic or meritorious as this self
devotion : the victims believe that Jagannat
will receive them as children, and recall
them to life in a State of happiness and
dignity.

The Brahmens encourge and promote
these gross errors and superstitions to
which they are indebted for their wealth
and consequence. As persons attached
and consecrated to important mysteries they
are held in general veneration, and enriched
by the alms of the people. So wicked and
detestab’e are their tricks and impostures
that | required the full and clear evidence
of them—which | obtained—ere | could
believe that they had recourse to similar
expedients. . These knaves select a beauti-
ful maiden to become ( as they say, and as
they induce these silly, ignorant people to
believe) the bride of Jagannat, who
accompanies the God to the temple with
all the pump and ceremony which | have
noticed, where she remains the whole night,
having been made to believe that
Jagannat will come and lie with her. She
is commanded to inquire of the God if the

Orissa State Archives, Bhubaneswar

year will be fruitful, and what may be th®
processions, the festivals, the prayers aﬂ.d
the alms w ch he requires in return for his
bountly. In the night one of these impostors
enters the temple through a small back
door, enjoys the unsuspecting damsel, makes
her believe whatever may be deemed
necessary, and the following morning When
on her way to another temple whither she
is carried in that Trivmphal Chariot, by .the_
side of Jagannat her spouse, she is desired

by the Brahmens to state aloud 10 the:

people all she has heard from the |austful

priest as if every word had preceeded from:

the mouth of Jagannat.

May it be based more ¢n hearsay than.

on his personal experience as some people.

say, but this account demonstrates that I

seventeenth century France there was "g
less keen awarness of travel literatur
relating to India.

1. Tavernier Travels  in India, By Jeam

Baptistc Tavenier, Calcutta 1905.

2. Travels in the Mogul Empire A P:

1656—1668 by Francois Bernier, S- Chand
% Co.

3. Early English Travellers in India: by
Ram Chandra Prasad, Motital Banarasidas®

4, European Travellers in India Durind’

15th, 16th and 17th centuries: by
OATEN, Pustak Kendra, 1973.
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constouction of the temple of Kcmaek

o?[;h;itemple 0?‘ Konarak star‘ldS as a syn?bol
and reonal sentiment of the people of Orissa
mentg Presents the glory of human achieve-
temple In this State. Un_fOrtunately the
o is fast_decaying in spite of all attempts
Since |pr0tect'0n- Although itiIs conserved
WithSt:s; than a century it seems unablel to
agencins the O“SI_EIUght of the _weathenng
C°"diti: 4 !n consideration of its prese.nt
! centun it is doubtful whether it can _survwe
take effry f"Ore. tis therefore high time to
Ment inect:ve- steps to reconstruct the mont-
Ujrat tthe line of the Somanath- temple in
 the Mahavalipuram in Tamil Nadu or

al e
Mbi in Karnatak.

“t;ri:emArchaeo'ogical Survey, Govern ment of
°narakay not allow reconstruction of the
Stratiye te:\mvple because of legal an.d _admml-
Consige difficulties. In that case It 13 to be
Parg||q| red for constructing @ r!eW tem.ple of
handy bmag"itUde at a suitable sité at
CQnStrugt haga If a new temple '
Woulq 1, ed it is to be decided whether '
orlSmenS R Ioce] (OF attTlg replica of the
't may bmon”ment. I it would be a mode
Ottoe constructed in chlorite st0N® top

M and for such a work there is no

Cti
¥ for place and location.

is to be

San

Buys -

p ilé; 't is worthwhile going for a trué
be CUHSOf the temple and in that case it mE;V
With 4 tfucted jn the same gigantic s04°

€ same varieties of stones used in theé

Oriey:

gin
Th,%a' at a suitable site at Chandrabhaga
beg tYpes of stone are known 10 have
laterite,

u - €
d in the original temple—

13

Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahu

Kkhandolite and chlorite. It is, however found
that out of these three varieties, the Khando-
lite chosen for building the bulk of the
monument is of poor quality and that is the
main reason why the temple was fast eroded
leading to its collapse. Unlike the Ganga
architects, the builders of the Somavansi
period were Very particular in selecting the
quality stone as that was the basic need for
the longivity of a monument. This lesson
is to be borne in mind when the new temple
is to be constructed particularly on the

sea-shore.

At present nothing remains of the Konarak
temple excepting the Jagamohana 100 feet
side and 100 feet high standing on an
terrace to which are attached
els each about ten feet high.
designed as a Chatiot whir-
ling along the firmament harnessed by seven
richly caparisoned steeds. The Vimana is
now non-existent above the Bada portion
and the Nata Mandira, the detached structure
in the front, has lost its superstructure.

immense
twelve big whe
The structure is

Basudeva temple at
built by Chandrikadevi,
sister of Narasimhadeva-l is contemporaty of
the Konarak temple. SO the Vimana of the
new Konarak temple may be patterned, more
or less, after that of the Ananta Vasudeva.
The eye Copy made by Fergusson in 1837
of the then extent Vimana of Konarak may
also be referred to in this regard. The
original Vimana was 228 feet from the

The  Ananta
Bhubaneswar which is



ground and the Garbha griha was a square
chamber 25 feet side.

The superstructure of the Nata Mandira
may also be constructed after the roof of
the Jagamohana of the Ananta Vasudeva.
The Aruna pillar that was standing in
between Nata Mandira and Jagamohana of
the original temple is now kept in front of
the Jagannath temple, Puri and so a replica
of it can be fashioned and installed at the
appropriate place.

The sculptors and the stone masons to
be employed in the work of construction
must be well versed in producing traditional
Orissan style of art. So the Orissan sculptors
and masons are to be given preference
and they should undertake the work with
inspired zeal and vision. A spirit of
dedication and divine inspiration should
come from within the artists and the archi-
tects to make the work a success.

To start with, a survey has to be made
regarding feasibility of the project and to
ascertain the following:—

(a) Number of sculptors and masons of
the traditional Orissan school to be
available and their calibre and

capacity to undertake this gigantic
project.

(b) Quality and quantity of building
materials avilable and the locality

where those are to be found.

Advisor, Archaeology

(¢) Modern scientific devices to be
employed for exploiting the building
materials and the chemical treatment
and analysis to be made thereon.

The survey team should consist of one
expert in stone craft. one geclogist, oné
archaeologist and one Civil Engineer. The
survey report to be placed before the
Committee which will execute the project.

Before the building work be undertaken
draftsmen be employed to prepare measured
drawings, plans and elevations under the
supervision of the Chief Architect for the
entire temple structure and those have tO
be duly approved. Photoplates of the
intricate panels, which are innumerable have
also to be prepared.

An artist of ability should prepare the
drawing of the entire temple complex an
a miniature plaster model be cast. After
that the building work would start fof
which two hundred sculptors and masons

helped by three hundred skilled workers Wil

be required at the minimum, besides a hoast
of daily wage labourers. The entire - WOrK
be supervised by ten Civil Engineers of the
Executive Engineer rank and one of the
rank of Superinténding Engineer, the OV

all responsibility being that of a chief
Engineer.

Thﬁ? project may tgke seven to eight
Years time and the tentative cost may be

estimated by the Chief Engineer, Roads &"
Buildings.
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The Yoga Therapy

in human health

v it
=0 C N e
Y o O e o S e e S e

matlzahh has its virtous meaning, Health
o e devinely defined as alround_ deve'lo,o—
iy of each part of God made llving !c'io!.
ﬁnish?s a Sug;-elne Artist has given .hIS fll".lfll
e lng of his art and has given g,f.t of life
his (;a.t is purely natural and naturally it keeps
adhaf Itsf”' ~“Sarira madyam Khaludhg;’m,
AT agThet Moansa sound physical
fequisi 'S the f'ijt and the mosi I’mp:.n“t:_mt
in thi#tﬁ for the performance of one’s cuties
e fuo ife. HBalth is nothing but one of
een.sndame“tal human rights. Health has
ci Postly defined by a renowned Physi-
i l:hc-'al'fh is a .state of complete physi-
ere atf.hal and social Well—be.ing: and not
Drovide;e"ce of disease or infirmity- Health
diis ' US physical fitness, mental w15c.ic'>m
into ocial personality, [t may be classified
ang three categories : Mental, PhySaca]

Social.
orr:ac‘zﬂ‘rteil i?:ealth depends on mental_ﬂ_peace,
eDeng ‘ation and softness. Physical,}Zanlth
numtioﬁ on mental health, body exercises,
Otig| S food, neat and cleanliness.
’ health depends upon mental health,

Cal

e
Vsical health, gooq deeds, co-corricular

ACtiysjas ]
'Ues, social service, keeping the social

0 -
ot Ms and statys healthy environment

“L;?({;C;:ding 10 Yogacharya A- Sitharam_aiah,
Mug true medicine, Yoga Therapy 18 as
Purg of an art 43 it is a science.” It 18
Practical and full of technics. ‘This
technics keep security of 'the human

15
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hezlth. Scientifically it keeps our heaith
and helps in human nefvous system.

In our body there is a nervous system.
I+ controls our experience, work and the
movement of all parts ot our body. Brain is
its centre. All parts of our body are connec-
tad with the nerves. Mainly three cords: IDA,
PINGALA and SUSHUMNA are functioning
within the brain, All parts of our body are
being organised and supeivised by the
brain through the nerves. Nervous system
has been divided into two categories from
the Vedic age (i) Kendriya Nadi Sansthanam
Nervous System) (i) Parasariva

(Central
Nadi Sansthanam (Pheripheral Neivous
System). Some neives have been created

from the (spinal cord). It has been covered
with three Sushumna Varnakala (Meninges
(1) Varasika (Durameter),
(2) Nisharika (Arachnoid meter) (3) China-
nshuka (Fiameter). They take care of the
spinal cord). Specially Yoga therapy per-
vades its influence on spinal cord by which
that becomes active and it helps us to store
something in mind, to create activities in
functioning of the nerves and vielding
strength in all parte of our body. That
awakes the conscience and makes man

conscious.

of spinal cord.

This Yoga therapy was discovered by our
o sages not only to ensure that actions

s, but also to make

y the residual effects
the

lndia‘ '
do not produce reaction
that it washes awa

sure ' _ g
the past sins. As according ‘to

of



prevailing religious ideas, illness and dissases
were regarded as punishment -for the past
sins with the result that cure was thought of,
which was to be impossible with drugs. The
diseases were being washed away by the
ancient doctors through Yoga Therapy or
drugs prepared by Yogic process. In the
puranic age theie were two famous physi-
cians, named, CHARAKA, the father of
medicine and SUSRUTA, the father of surgery
in India. They were echoed through the
corridors of time. Not only were they
masters in lying down the code of medical
ethics but also they 'were well-experienced

in practice of Yoga aad through in the
Yagic ethics.
Yogda deals with investigation of truth

regarding the ‘body, mind, sprit and their
functions through real practice, just as the

C lassical Teacher,

Dasarathi Govt. High School,
“At/P. O. Olasingh, Via—Jankia,
Dist. Puri—752020 (Orissa)’
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modern science primarily deals with investi-
gation of truth regarding the nature and it
working. So the Yoga Therapy is included
it Yogic science. This science is not _onlv
an ordinary science but alsc it is a science
of sciences. It not only keeps our. health
but also it shows the way of emancipatiol
of life and real liberation.

Yoga Therapy keeps the human body,
immures from the diseases and keeps t_he
mind free from prejudices. It deals with
the health of the human body. harmony of
the human mind and clarity of the human
intellect. This therapy can prevent and
cure the diseases cunningly but they ar®
even mote valuable in supplying positV®
health in safe of heavy energy a°

well-being which no use of medicin®
can do.
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_'The universal culture of Orissa and
i Jagannath, the Lord of Democracy

e S ST IR D Ve S S T et Of ST fem R QU n DY

»va'[L:?rrodughO“t ages Orissan . Culture has
'in the a@ilnigue place of its own
Cfvi[ie- multifaced and mU|t|d|mensugnal
Tl ZEIItIOFI . of India. Although Or[ssa
@ndaos: its  political solidarity ~ time
intg rg,e and its various regions have formed
.‘p.»oﬁna parts of different Kingdoms and
‘have Ces, its cultural dist_inctave features
bagy 12t changed significantly. It has
panarp aying its important part in the grand
its ama of Indian civilization. It has
‘ang OWn  characteristics and achievements
gro the people have centributed to the
Wth of Indian civilization in many wWays.

U =
M'due features of Orissan Culture :

Utli; the past, Orissa was known as Kalinga,
I"7‘@n" O.d'a and Odisa and W:t_h that
iter.—;lty it has made its mark  in arts,
risstute’ industry, architecture and so ©n.
Oar ks an ancient land and it has a great
"Stra‘; heritage of its- own. Its ancestry
'Palae GQO_utf,--om pre- historic perloq including
the Olithic , to  Neolithic times. BY
‘Mar, hard century B. C. ' Orissa had
'-f%t;‘\. ®d  from food-gathering staqe to
momsrogumng condition and Onssa;
atric;.dfsplﬂyed their valour, courage an
Othegy isSm uncomparable with that of any
ar De-gp,e at that time. The Kalm_qa
regardWh'Ch was fought in 261 B.C.'Is
9€d as one of the greatest events -of
'ﬂto‘]:ljsmry that converted Chapdashoka
Vrigg :ha’mashoka. It was an indlcato_r_ of
’acti\,;a-s\poweﬂ prosperity and the mar:ltlme
ties. Although Orissa’s written history

' Mahavir, Shankaracharya, Ramanuja,

Dr. Jagannath Mohanty

o
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began with Ashok (3rd century B. C.).
Kharavela (1st century B. C.), one of the
greatest monarchs, placed it on the political
map of India in face of formidable challen-

ges from different sides. In subsequent
times great dynasties like Bhaumakaras,
Somavams, Ganga and Suryavamsa rose

to great powers and glory. The mighty
kings ruled the land which flourished and

achieved greatness in all fields.

Due to its geographical location, Orissa
has been a mesting place of the North and
South. It has been exposed to cultural
influences from all sides through the ages.
It welcomed many saints and savants like

Nanak
and Sri Chaitanya.  Its tradition of tolerance
and compassion was unique and attracted
religious leaders from all sects and creeds.
As early as about 1st century B. C.
Kharavela himself being an ardent Jaina,
announced that he was a “Worshipper of

“all religions and maker of temples of all
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Although a Buddhist, Subhankara:

sects”. ‘
Deva of the Bhaum dynasty patronised
Brahmins and maintained Varnashrama

system. The immortal emperor Narasimha-
deva not anly built the famous Black
Pagoda or Sun Temple of Konark, but also
he has bzen shown there worshipping
Durga, Jagannath and Siva. Orissa itself
has four centres of pilgrimage connected
with Shakti cult, Sun-worship, Shaivaism
and Vaishnavism. These places are Jajpur,
Konark, Bhubaneswar and Puri, respectively.



Sri Jagannath, Lord of Democracy

Lord Jagannath is the presiding deity not
only of Puri or Orissa or India, but of the
whole world. That is why, His name
itself means “The Loid of the Universe”
and He represents all sects and all creeds.
He is equally regarded by all religions and
appears before His devotees according to
their faiths in the forms of Vishnu, Shiva,
Buddha, Krishna, Rama and so on.
Although He is the Lord spiritual, He helped
and worked out the destiny of Orissa
through the Loid temporal. The great
Gajapatis of Orissa surrendered themselyves
to the lotus feet of the Lord and was
playing the role of caretakers or trustees of
their vast empires on His behalf. All the
military triumphs over all their enemies, in spite
of the QOriyas’ heroic deeds, courage and skills,
were attributed to the grace of the Lord. An
immortal legend which has been depicted
in painting, sculpture and literature of this
land says: Lord Jagannath and His elder
brother Balavadra, riding on black and
white horses had gone ahead of the King
Purusottam’s army to take vengeance on
the impudent Prince of Kanchi, a Southern
Kingdom. This shows an active partici-
pation of the Lord in the national as well ag
personal affairs of the King, His moving
representative.

Although orthodox and superstitious
persons with narrow vested interests impose
restrictions on entry of non-Hindus insige
the temple, there is no distinction of caste
or creed in taking Mahaprasad jointly. The
author of the Riayazu's Salatin has aptly
mentioned, ““here, in Purusottama, Hindus,
unlike their practice elsewhere, eat together
with the Muslims and other rages. All
sorts of cooked food are sold in the bazar, and
the Hindus or Muslims buy them and ea{
together and drink together’. This is a
very characteristic practice, unique of its
kind in the history of any religion. Due 1o
such universal appeal, Puri hag attracted
more of pilgtims than any other holy places
like Dwataka, Badrika, Kamaksha, Brindavan,
Varanasi and Kanya Kumari.

In the modern mechanical age of science
and technology, the World-famous Car
Festival at Puri demonstrates some peculiar
practices which poin* out the spirit of self.
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surrender,  self-abnegation and seff--
effacement. As a traditional ritual, the:
Gajapati King during the time of Car

Festival wields the symbolic golden broom-
stick like a scavenger. [t means that before-
the Lord’s chariot starts on His journey the
King has to sweep clean the road and the
King is one of the commoners in the eyes
of the Lord.

Shree Jagannath is regardad God of
democracy whose devotees come to See
Him without distinction of caste or creed,
haves and have-nots and without any
discrimination between the highest and
lowest at the ladder. Throughout the Car
Festival the descendants of His earlier Savar
devotees rub their shoulders with the Lord
and treat Him as their most near and dear
ones, very kith and kin without the slightest
feeling of inferiority or difference. The
spiritual Lord as A|l Merciful Redeemer of
the Lowly (Patit Paban) comes down to 1h?
dusty broad-way (Badadanda) for sancti-
fying all irrespective of the high and |cW-
rich and poor, saint and sinner.

The Lord of the Universe (Jaga““ath)
who remains secluded from the millions of
people barricaded by the cloud-tossing walls
(Meghanad Pacheri) is now bequeathi"g
showers of blessing to the down-trodden
devctees. These devctees krow nothing
about  spjritual knowledge, but have deepP
love at heart and for them, He takes the
journey of great rigour and risks on the
dusty roads. He takes the chance to 5€€
them all by His round eyes (Chaka Dola)
and also gives chance to others to see Hi®
big round eyes. This is a relation ©f
intimate love, affection ahd Compassioﬂ
between the God and the devotees, betwee!

the Redeemer of the Lowly and the down”
tiodden.

This has been very well desciibed by the
Kavisamrat Upendra Bhﬁﬂj in his -lmmor‘[al
epic  “Koti Brahmanda Sundari” and ve'Y
adeptly rendered into English by the famous

Oriya poet Mayadhar Mansingh. Only two

stanzas of the epic say

“Jagannth, the sovereign Lord of

conch-city
Distributes blessedness to a|l castes




A

Without any discrimination;

Though to Aim at whose fest

Even Lord Shiva bows in reverence,

The epithet of any earthly  “Sovereign”
iS but metaphorical

People come in millions, from all quarters
To this holy city of Lord Jagannath,

As they have head of a good Master here.
Who is All-merciful and compassion, etc.

Redeeming the Lowly and all who are .

in distress”,

Qrs. No. 31/2, Type-V-A.
Unit-Il, Bhubaneswar-751009.
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India’s civjlization is as variegated and
colourful as the full-bloomed Ilotus and
Orissan culture constitutes a few [ovely
petals of the same. Lord Jagannath is the
presiding deity over that lotus with universal
love, sympathy and compassion out for all
human beings irrespective of high and low,
rich and poor, saint and sinner. That is
why, the Orissan Culture is not only
universal, but also it has been blessed with
a God who is the Lord of Democracy.
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éd a
Orissa Review'" customarily is brought
out as a special issue on the occasion of
the Car Festival of Lord Jagannath.

To most persons, outside Orissa, Orissa is
known as the land of the Lord Jagannath.
- He is synonymous with Orissa. The car

festival is the most important of the thirteen
festivals of Lord Jagannath at Puri. On this
sacred and holiday “Orissa Review" pays

its respects to Him and prays for happy and
Prosperous days for Orisse,

On June 3, 1982 Orissa shuttered a
great calamity. The worst cyclone of the
last century left a chain of disasters and
deaths. More than 250 persons died and
about more than 100 crores of property
were lost. The Prime Minister of India made
an unscheduled visit to Orissa within a week
of the catastrophe and expressed her
sympathy personally to the people of Orissa.
She has appreciated the quick response of
the State Government to the catastrophe.

OGP—MP- (XI)—(1 & P. R)) 30—1,000--20-7-1982
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We present a, series photographs depictind
her historical visit in June, 1982.

A special feature of this issu® [sLthg
different photographs and drawings of -or:a
Jagannath drawn by Sri Asutosh Sm-ts
of Puri. Artis not just created. It has Ir"
foundations in devotion. “The last Sl.]ppeo
of Leonardo De Vinci is not a drawind
an assembly. Similarly these drawmgsf"a
Lord Jagannath are not just creations o n
brush, but the outcome of years of devo-tl(\);e
and study. We sincerely hope and b.e“ebe
that this issue of ~Orissa Review” Wil

ees
treasured by all lovers of art and devot
of Divinity.

The article by sri R. C. Mlsi?:)a,;
“Jagannath and Orissa” explains the relatl X
between Jagannath and the people be
Orissa. Lord Jagannath is considered ©- .
synonymous with the King and rulerGOd
Orissa. He is worshipped not only a3
but also as a ryler. These ideas have
brought out ably in this artcie to
we draw the attention of our readers:

which
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The golden sand beach looks on fro

While the silvery clouds float
in the sky at t \
Oh’ sea’; whose behest it 1

That makes thy waves toss
about in hu
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with the three chariots plaé,a‘ci(,b_‘)jtfle Grand Road
The entire thorough-fare is now full of surging crowd

lost in vour'di\.'rine play
Balabhadra and Subhadra. -

uttering the holy names of the three

ims from far and near

es—dJagannath,





